Hello, I'm Richard Grimmett, the director for Conservation, Bird Lifd International.

The East Asian- Australasian Flyway is the most important and threatened of the world’s 8 major
migration flyways. This is the flyway that connects eastern Siberia, through Japan and other east and
south-east Asia countries to Australia and New Zealand. It supports over 50 million waterbirds, including
61 that are threatened with extinction. Birds on this flyway perform some extraordinary journey’s

travelling thousands of miles, sometimes in a matter of a few days.
During these extraordinary migrations, shorebirds in particular-are heavily dependent on ‘stop-

over’sites at which they can rest and feed.  Once these are lost, migration routes are broken and are not

easily re-established.

Japan is of particular importance on the flyway, and over many years, wetlands in Japan have been
converted for industrial, agricultural or residential use, and shorebird populations have seriously declined,
and now all efforts are needed to conserve and restore those sites that are remaining.

For this reason, BirdLife International joins national and local organisations in Japan, such as the
Wild Bird Society of Japan, WWF Japan and the Nature Conservation Society of Japan in expressing
concern that the development of the Osaka/Kansai Expo site will result in the loss of much of Yumeshima,

an important habitat for migratory birds and other species.

Yumeshima in Osaka Bay is a stop-over site for shorebirds on the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.
The Spoon-billed Sandpiper, listed as Critically Endangered by IUCN, has been observed here. I was
impressed to learn that the site has supported over 4800 Common Pochard (VU in ITUCN Red List,
exceeding the reference population of 3000 individuals for a site of international importance under the
Ramsar Convention).

Most of the natural wetlands in the Osaka Bay area have been lost during economic development,
but it is still possible to restore bird habitats by conserving and restoring ponds, wetlands and sand and
gravel areas created during land reclamation,

We ask that the Japanese Association for International Expositions, the City of Osaka, and other
interested parties, to ensure the preservation and restoration of Yumeshima, drawing on the wisdom and
technical knowledge of experts, citizen groups and companies exhibiting at the Expo, and together with
the Nanko Bird Sanctuary make it a centre for the restoration of the coastal environment of the inner part
of Osaka Bay.

Japan has played an important role in the Ramsar Convention and has been a leading country in the

conservation of the East Asian- Australasian flyway, and further loss of remaining important wetlands will



impact on Japan's international standing.

We believe that the conservation and restoration of these ecosystems in Yumeshima would be an
important contribution towards to achieving the new global goals for nature, as set out in the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, which was agreed upon by the World, including Japan, at the
end of last year. We urge all necessary steps be taken to conserve and restore this important area. And

we wish the discussions that are taking place at this meeting the very best of success. Thank you.
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